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TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (91-5787) DATE: 10/2/52 . 
F YY SAC, OMAHA (91-620) E 
SUBJECT: BENNIE | BARONE t Wass, | ia 
YANCY DOUGLAS „HARDY, WAS. 
| À JO; fln D WaSe; 






Laurens State Banz: 
‘Iowa, November 3, 1950;. 
MISPRISION OF FELONY; ACCESSORY 
AFTER THE FACT 





Remylet 7/18/51. 


Government witnesses PASQUALE JOSEPH BELCASTRO and 

[ —  ]inmates of the Federal Correc- 
tlonal Institution, Milan, Michigan, were delivered to 
the Douglas County Jail, Omaha, by the USM on 9/30/52, 
for safekeeping pending the receipt of their testimony 
in instant case, the trial of which begins about 
10/7/52. 


A pre-trial interview d BELCASTRO end Lis the 
Douglas County Jail on 10/1/52 resulted in another re- 
quest from these witnesses for a transfer subsequent to 
their testifying. They pointed out they believed the 
government would be put to little extra expense through 
committing them at the Federal Correctional Institution 
in either Seagoville, Texas or Tallahassee, Florida, 
They pointed out that such a move by the government 
would be of great assistance in aiding them to retain 


their accrued EES time and possibly save their respec- 
tive lives. 


VÉ My Bureau is respectfully speech to furnish the 
ei ‘attached memorandum to the Bureau of Prisons, Washington, 
Y "^ p. C,, in an effort to secure the requested transfer within 
Cj Jy, ehe next two weeks to insure the safety and future coopera- 
Ber bion of these witnesses. 
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Inmates, Federal Correctional Zentren AS MEE 
Milan, Michigan | EM IE cM XXI rt 
l | "4-7 
In connection E case entitled "BENNIE BARONE, Wase? eas 
AN DOTIGTAS ns, £ PASQUALE JOSEPH BELCASTRO, wW88.$ 
Was»; Laurens State Bank, Laurens, . WE 
"mn: “35 1950; MISPRISION OF FELONY; ACCESSORY: 
AFTER THE FACT',' the government will place BENNIE BARONE | 
on trial on about October 7, 1952 in U. S. Distrie® Court, 
. Omaha, Nebraska, on four violations committed opor about 
November 3, 1950. Two indictments have been’ returned by 
. the Federal Grand Jury, Omaha, for these violations. They 
consisted of (1) receiving, relieving, comforting and peo Po xx n. 
ting HARDY and BELCASTRO in order to hinder and prevent te INE 
their apprehension, trial and punishment --- 18 USC 3$ EHR o 
' (2) transporting and causing to be transportéd in interstate | 
. commerce from Sioux City, Iowa to Omaha, Nebraska certain ` 
 : lawful money of the United States and securities. exceeding tow 
.. $5000.00: in value, which had thereto been stolen from the - 
Laurens State Bank of Laurens, Iowa, November 3; 1956, the 
. Securities consisting of American Express Company and Bank 
of America Travellers Cheques, knowing the same to have 
"'.been stolen; and (3) receiving, possessing, concealing, 
storing, bartering and disposing of. money. and property; EG 
knowing the same to have been taken from and belonging to = 
and being in the care, custody, control, mariagement and | 
possession of the Laurens State Bank of Eaurens, Iowa, de- 
posits of said bank which were: insured by. the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, such taking of said monies from said 
bank being in violation of Sub-Section . B of Section HS) a 
Title 18, Us 8, Code. A 
















“The sscond’ dndlotzent in which BELCASTRO ‘and 
be witnesses this month is of BARONE, BELCASTRO, 
. and HARDY for conspiracy: to transport. and cause tO De trans- 
ported from Sioux City, Iowa to Omaha, Nebraska and from 
Nebraska to other states, cortain stolen lawful money of 
. the United States and other valuable securities LL 
|... $5000,00 value, knowing the same to have. ‘been stolen. This 
| indictment listed eight overt acts. | de | 





In addition to the sbovsensnt tonsa prose Deeg 
October 7,.1952, BELCASTRO, and cd pioseqation af] are to. 

.' be witnesses in the government's case at Sioux Falls, South 

|» Dakota, against YANCY DOUGLAS HARDY for the robbery of the 
Benk of ren OA TEPLE gtz South Dakota, October hs 1950. 
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In & Scd. interview conduated October SS “1982. inthe” 
Douglas County Jail, Omaha, Nebraska, in. connection with | 
the pending BARONE trial, BELOASTRO and ised 
SA. ELMER "be ‘JACOBSEN of the Omaha FBT. Division thas” ‘they As 






Lar were again apprehensive about testifying for the govern- 


^ ment and thereafter being Pee 


. their testifying. It is to be noted that on 


"o the. testimany: they would be called to give hey avoided" 


| v the same institution. 
.: from which they had been temporarily removed tg permit 1 Sei 
Moóhnaay;.. be 

‘September 29, 1952, they were femoved by the U., S. Marshal, 
Omaha, Nebraska, from the Federal Correctional Institutions. — 
Milan, Michigan, and. pleped in the Douglas County Jail e 
- the night of September 30, 1952 on a writ ad testificagau Séi 
^ They stated that as it became generally known toe popu- | 
. ‘Lation of. ‘the. Milan institution that they were tepe 
| Tent witnesses, they Were beset with. numerous. asui 


. from inmates concerning their intention in. compet 















..most of these questions but state that they noted resents 
ment building "up among. their fellów inmates.. mx 









! 11. app arent that BELCASTRO and uem 
continue to cooperate with agents of this Bureay “in 
nishing information and testimony in connection with Federal 





^ violations of KENNETH ALLEN KITTS and asgpeiates. In the 


past they have served in a highly satisfüctory. manner: as 

witnesses in connection with charges: against KITTS, HARDY 

and BARONE, It will be noted that by memorandum dated . 

July 2h, 1951 Mr, JAMES M. MC INERNEY, Assistant Attorney 

General and Mr. JAMES V, BENNETT, Director, Bureau of 

. Prisons, were advised of the then already apparent coopera- 

tive background of BELCASTRO and with regard to 

| Serving ag government witnesses. At the present tims, ac- 

^. cording to BELCASTRO and [__}hey have made excel- 

. . lent records at the Federal orrectional. Institution, Milan; 
that they are very well satisfied with, their work assign- 

ments and with the administration of that institution; and 








"that it is only because they fear that their accrued good 


time, and possibly their lives, will be in jeopardy» if they | 
ten iT É — and and and thereafter’ are returned 


 BELCASTRO | ani  — uentioneà i two Federal. ‘oreectvons 


_. Institutions, a transfer to either of which they claim 





would obviate the above-mentioned dangers, These institu- 
tions are located, according to the witnesses, at Bee 
Texas and Tallahassee, Florida. | MEM 


E ROS United States Attorney JOHN E. DEMING, ana" 


Nebraska, stated that he personally approves of this re- 
quest and believes. that d pm of the witnesses in 
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this matter merits favorable action in this regard, He — 
advised that BELCASTRO and | in alk, probability, 
will not be used as witnesses until the latter part o 


the week of October 5, 1952 and that;therefore, hey Pro: 
bably will be available for transfer from the Douglas 
County Jail about October 13, 1952. | SEU 





di 

















October 8, 1952 


RE 


| Assistant Attorney Re 





“Dugector, FBI 3 
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Iowa, "November 3; tocar 
SPRISION OF PELONY; ACCESSORY 
APTER THE FACT | 
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Reference is made to my memorandum of July 2h, 1952, 


entitled, "Kenneth. Allen Kitts, was., et al, Laurens. 





ate Bank, Laurens, Iowa, November 3, 1950, Bank SE 
Robbery - ‘Burglary; Interstate Tra nsportation of söle 
Property; Egoa e and Rescue; Harboring; Interstate 
Transportation of Stolen Motor Vehicle; Accessory After 

The Fact; Misprision of Felony," which set forth information 
regarding Pasquale Joseph Belcastro and 
and their desire to be moved from the Federal Peniteni 
at Terre Haute, Indiana, because of their fear of thes 
actions of their fellow prisoners, for having testre 














for the Government in tne case against Kenneth | Allen Kitts. 


 Belcastro andl nave been inmates of the Federal 
Correctional Institute, Milan, Michigan, and were delivered 


to the Douglas County Jail, Omaha, Nebraska, by the United 
States Marshal on September 30, 1952, for. safekeeping pending 


^. the receipt of tneir testimony in the captioned cage, the 
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trial of which.begins about October 7, 1952. A ‘pretrial 
interview of Belcastro and [in the Douglas County 


Jail on October 1, 1952, resulved in another requ: at grom 
these witnesses for a transfer subsequent to. 


heir teXtifying. 
There is attached a copy of a memorandum prepared “bye 





|. Ovaha Office of this Bure .u dated Qetober 2,.1952; regarding - 
... Belcastro and 


which sets forth in det il tae basis 
for the reques t made by Belcastro andl | 
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The above is being broucat t5 your attentign for 
your consideration, and a copy of this Letter aha cosy 
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of the: atGachment are being furnisita to Mr. James ve 


Bennett, DECEM Bureau of Prisons. 


It fs noted that Bei eng tro wgl will og E 


probably be available for transfe from the Douglas 
County Jail about October 13, 1958$.1n tue event ;,; 
favorable consideration is piven to Xheir request” 


for transfer. ` 





| Enclosure 


co: l Mr. James V. Bennett, Director (with enclosure) 


Bureau of Prisons 


ep l Omaha (AMSD) (91- 620) This mater hoaia be 


followed closely by your office and the. Bureau 


advised of the action taken regarding the transfer 
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DIRECTOR, FBI | 
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' JOSEPH BELCASTRO, WAS., 
STATE. BANK, TAURENS, 
















FEDERAL BUREAU OF I 





7 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: 





OF FELONY, ACCESSORY AFTER THE FACT, 





REMYLET OCTOBER TWO LAST AND CC OF BUMEMO TO ASSISTANT AG 
CHARLES B. MURRAY,AT THE END OF WHICH THE BUREAU REQUESTED 

TO BE NOTIFIED OF ANY ACTION TAKEN ON THIS MEMO BY THE BUREAU 
OF PRISONS. BY TELETYPE RECEIVED OCTOBER SEVENTEEN LAST, JAMES 
V. BENNETT, DIRECTOR, BUREAU OP PRISONS, INDICATED ANOTHER 
INSTITUTION MIGHT BE DESIGNATED FOR BELCASTRO AND| ^ | 
AND REQUESTED USM, OMAHA TO ADVISE WHEN BELCASTRO AD | 
ARE FREE TO BE RETURNED TO PRISON. BARONE CASE GOING TO JURY 
TODAY. BELCASTRO al | MADE. EXCELLENT WITNESSES, 


TESTIFYING FULLY AND TRUTHFULLY. 








m 
| DALTON "al 
END. Ki 
d D 
Ge e 
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"m ud ipp ovod: 
58 NOV 4 1959 Special Agent in Charge 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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fo ..— AIRTEL 
‘Transmit the following Tetetypec message to: 
, OMAHA 11/24/52 





/TRECTO , FBI T 

m ‘BARONE, WAS., YANCY DOUGLAS'HARDY, WAS., PASQUALE, JOSEPH + 

id “BELCASTRO, WAS. vn LAURLNS STATE BANK, 

| d Zus IOWA, NOVEMBER 3, 1950; MISPRISION OF FELONY; ACCESSORY 
APTER THE FACT. BUFILE 91-5787. 
REMYLET TO BURWAU OCTOBER 2, 1952. USM, OMAHA ADVISED TODAY THAT 
ABOUT TWO WEEKS AGO HE RECEIVED TELZTYPE RESQUESTING HIM TO DELIVER 
BELCASTRO AND[ Joo THE USP AT TERRE HAUTE, IND. "FOR THE 
PRESENT", THS OFFICE OF THE USM, OMAHA ALSO ADVISED TODAY THAT 
BELCASTRO AND| Kr, BE REMOVED FROM TH DOUGLAS COUNTY JAIL, 
OMAHA 25TH INSTANT FOR TRANSPORTATION TO USP, TERRI HAUTE. AS A 
MATTER OF INFORMATICN, BELCASTRO ano] | FURNISHED EXCELLENT 
ASSISTANCE IN CONNECTION WITH PENDING INVESTIGATION OF FOLLOWING 
THHEE BANK CASES: "UNSUBS, CITIZENS BANK OF WINIGAN, WINIGAN, 
MISSOURI, NOVEMBER 11, 1952; BR-B" (OM 91-745), "UNSUB, BANK OF 
PURDIN, PUHDIN, MISSOURI, NOVEMBER Mode BR-B" M 91- 741), AND 


ULD-M z / 
“UNO UB, FARMERS STATE BANK OF CLIFTON HILL, eLI Foon iif MISSOURI, 


| ope RE LIR en 





NOVEMBER O OR 9, 1952; BR-B" (OM 91-6hl 


THIR AGREEING, IN COOPERATION WITH THIS ines P qus CELLING OF 


oL | ES msc wovsrisss 1 


THROUGH 2l, 1952. CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE PRESENTLY IN POSSESSION 


BLJ:Dk 
91-620 ^: 
Approved: 


09 DEC 2- py E 





Sent, — M Per 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


Transmit the following Teletype message to: b2 
PAGE TWO 


THIS OFFICE THROUGH ct] | awwrcaras THAT THESE MEN, POSSIBLY 


ASSISTED yf | COMMITTED THESE BANK BURGLARIES 


AND POSSIBLY TWO IN KANSAS OF RECENT DATE. BELCASTRO ax| | 
BIG 


BTD 


SECURED MANY ADMISSIONS FROM THESE INDIVIDUALS CONCERNING LOCAL 
BURGLARIES AND BANK BURGLARIES, ALL OF WHICH INFORMATION IS PRESENTLY 
BRING FOLLOWED UP THROUGH INVESTIGATION IN THE KC, ST.LOUIS AND 

OMAHA DIVISIONS AND WILL BE OF CONSIDERABLE ASSISTANCE IN INTERVIEWS 


or suspects[_lanp[ | | JOINTLY BY AGENTS OF THESE DIVISIONS. 


DALTON 


Approved: _ Gent |. M Per 
Special Agent in Charge 































FEDERAL: ‘BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION p 
| THIS CASE — omar i 
u Wal Zen ace: 2 sers SE ec 
i 8 -53 1071 8.11 14016, | SAM Le DEE) bk 
qu E Ge nts NN 12/10. E | "Nr GG = BURGLARY; 





| MISPRISION OF FELONY; 
ACCESSORY APTER THE FACT 


November 31 1959 


b. SOHALR JOSEPH BELCASTRO changed his ‘testimony 

EM gate dian PASON ‘Omaha night club and bar operator, as 
 BARONE'g assistant in changing the s oney, loot from the M 
Laurens, Iowa, bank, into currency. mme this upon inter- |’ 
view by: Agents and avoided. service of a subpoena by the Defense. MEE 

Signed statement secured from PETE BONACCY, ci : | 

BARONE, verified parts of BELCASTEO s and 

testimony for the Government. BONACEE avoided being served with 

subpoena by Government. Upon trial, USDC, Omaha, 10/20-24/52, 

BARONE eonvicted on Count I of the Tnáietuent; sentenced to 3 yrs. 

in custody of Attorney General and fined $2500. — BARONE's attorney | - 

filed notice of appeal with Circuit: Deet, Oth District, St. Leonie, ` 
court Senied BARONE bond pending appeal; therefore he has do 

bedin Douglas County Jail, Omaha, sing 1024552, Appeal to be. 

hea ig, 3-53. MUSA, Omaha, declined prosecution on, additional | 


PASQUALE JOSEP - micasmro, 1/5. 29/53 
COC 























sumam .. T 2 Z 


= violaions pf CIORGE EMERSON HART. Paxele Report and Pisposition ` d 
di Sheet ‘Submi fed herewith. | | E do 





b, 09 Government vitesses PASQUALE « JOSEPH BELOASTRO | 
EN . inmates of the Federal Correctional Institution, j 
| E N Milan, Michigan, were delivered to the Douglas County Jail, Omaha, by the (P 
T A7 D, S. Marshal for. safekeeping pending the receipt of the testimony in the . 
divers of BENNIE BARONE. These witnesses indicated that they would testify 
. , as they had ‘previously testified before the U. S. Commissioner, Omaha, and 
aw the Federal Grand Jury returning a three count indictment against BARONE 


| | | ` A Aa -— AGENT | ^ 
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July 21, 1951. However, on October 13, 1952, BELCASTRO called for inter- 
view with reperting agent. At that time he advised that he had testified 
falsely before the U. S. Commissioner and Federal Grand Jury concerning 
his activity in securing currency in exchange for the silver money taken 
from the Laurens State Bank, Laurens, Towa. He pointed out that BARONE 

od & D as è phe ad secured assistance 
e ópsrator o Bar 
and Cafe at 824 North 16th Street, and also operator of The Wishbone, a 
nightclub, 76th and Dodge.  BELCASTRO described how he had entered the 
residence of via the backioer with BENNIE BARONE and YANCY DOUGLAS 
m how he had observed confidential conversation between BARONE and 

3 





and how after leaving the residence of after delivering the 
7180 worth of silver to him, he received $1500 in currency from BARONE. 
BELCASTRO also advised that several days later he had secured an additional 
$1580 through appearing with BARONE at[ ^ ^ ]Ber on North 16th and 
observing BARONE receive $1900 from a bartender there. 


The residence of{ ba November 1950 was photographed by 
reporting agent. These photographs were exhibited to BELCASTRO who 
positively identified them as being of the residence he had entered with 
BARONE in above transaction. 


was interviewed on October 14, 1952 by SA [| 
[jana reporting agent from 10:30 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. in a Burean car, 
at the Douglas County Jail where he wanted to face BELCASTRO and denr 
: ASTRO 's allegation, and at his residence which was then 





` Although BELCASTRO positively identified[ ^  ]as the indi- 


vidual whose assistance BARONE used in handling the silver money, 
denied that he knew anything concerning the facts as related to him by 
reporting agent and BELCASTRO. 


ELI of November 1951 were also interviewed with 
results for any information concerning the appearance at 


amant ef the $1560. 
and 


It is to be noted that| |] admitted that he was well acquainted 
with BARONE, liked BARONE, and had employed BARONE during World War II as 
& bartender at his North lóth Street bar. It is also to be noted that 





negative 
Bar of | BAE 





BELCASTRO pointed out that there was considerable apparent affection between 


BARONE and and that upon payment of the first $1500 in abeve transe 
action, BARONE had told BELCASTRO that under no circumstances would he 
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ever want to hear that BELCASTRO had mentioned that| ^ assisted in 
cashing the silver.  BELCASTRO also stated that BARONE indicated that 

1f any word ever came out concerning[ | | connection, that he, BARONE, 
would probably find it necessary to kill BELCASTRO. 


BELOASTRO supported this with information which he claimed his 
had 

received from BARONE by telephone.  BELCASTRO stated that this was the 
result of his furnishing the name of to 
as an individual that he wanted to obtain money for support 
of his family and in support& of his, BELCASTRO!s, bond making attempt. 
BELCASTRO claimed that whe ame came to the attention of BARONE 
throug ` |that BARONE immediately threatened BELCASTRO's life 
through his call to| | It was to these facts that BELCASTRO 
attributed his failure to tell the truth before the U. S. Commissioner 
and the federal Grand Jury in connection with the preliminary prosecutive 
steps against BARONE.  BELCASTRO stated that he feared for his life or 
he would not have testified falsely on those occasions. 





Information furnished by BELCASTRO upon his arrival in Omaha 
September 30, 1952 indicated that it would possibly be preductive to 
interview PETE BONACCI, Omaha nightclub operator and race horse owner. 
It appeared that BONACCI could well be considered a Defense witness to 


prem of the information which would be supplied by BELCASTRO and 


concerning associations between them and BARONE at the Paxton 
Hotel in October and November, 1950. 





A two and a half pace statement was secured from BONACCI 
on October 16, 1952 by ur and the reperting agent. The 
signed statement corroborated most of the testimony subsequently furnished 
by BELCASTRO and| ^ ^  ]concerning the Paxton Hotel activities of BARONE. 
This signed statement has been enclosed in instant file, 


Efforts were made by the U. S. Marshal, Omaha, on behalf of 
the Government to locate BONACCI for subpoena and on behalf of the Defense 
to locate[ — ^ 1 1] Neither of these individuals was located in time 
for the trial of BARONE which took place in U. S. District Court, Omaha, 
from October 20-24, 1952. 


On October 24, 1952 the Jury returned a verdict of guilty on 
Count I of the Indictment and not guilty on Counts II and IIÍ. Count I 
was the accessory after the fact violation, Title 18, Section 3, U. S. 
Code, 


e - 
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BARONE was immediately taken into custody by the U. S. Marshal, 
Omaha, who placed him in the Douglas County Jail pending sentence. On 
November 6, 1952, U. S. District Judge JAMES A. DONOHOE sentenced BARONE 
to three years in the custody of the Attorney General and fined him $2500. 


BARONS's attorney filed a notice of appeal and BARONE declined 
to begin serving his sentence in any penitentiary. Assistant U. S, Attorney 
JOHN E. DEMING, Omaha, advised that the Sth District Circuit Court of Appeals, 
St. Louis, Missouri, will render its verdict on the appeal in March, 1953. 
Therefore, BARONE continues in custody in the Douglas County Jail. Mr. 
DEMING further advised that the Circuit Court of Appeals would not admit 
BARONE to bail due to the fact that there appeared. to be no substantial ‘quem 
tion of the law in connection with his trial. 


Assistant U. S. Attorney JOHN E. DEMING advised with regard to 
the indictment of BARONE, HARDY, BELCASTRO, an ——  ]fer Conspiracy, 
that he had secured authority from the Department of Justice te dismiss 
against P^ KEE and HARDY. He stated, however, that he was 
not going to do this until such time as he secured the same authority in 
connection with the conspiracy indictment of BARONE, He revealed that the 
request for dismissal of BARONH's indictment is presently receiving considera~ 
tion but that final action may be delayed until such time as the outceme of 
BARONE!s pending appeal is established. 


The facts of this case concerning GEORGE EMERSON HART and his 
possible ebstruction of justice during the summer and fall of 1951 in 
hiding material Government Ke EE ECH service of 

e subpoena of t Je 9. District Court, Omaha, and the transportation 

to Moline, Illinois, were discussed 
with Mr. DEMING. He stated that in view of HART's conviction in February, 
1952 for harboring KENNETH KITTS and in view of the fact that he felt that 
HART!s handling of[ | ]was part of the same transaction, he would 
decline prosecution inasmuch as he believed the facts did not warrant same. 
HART is presently serving a three year sentence, beginning February 29, 1952 
for harboring of KENNETH KITTS at North Platte, Nebraska, in February, 1951. 





also associated with HART and WILLIAM 


GLENN SLANKARD in the harboring of KITTS at Nort A separate 
file has been opened on this violation for which nd SLANKARD were 
indicted May 7, 1952 at Omaha, Nebraska. d SLANKARD are to be 


tried at North Platte on February 2, 1953. 


A Parole Report and Disposition Sheet are being enclosed herewith. 


en - 
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In view of the fact that there remains an outstanding indict- 
ment of all subjects for Conspiracy and that same may continue to be 
outstanding for some time pending decision in BARONE's appeal action, 
this case is being placed in a pending inactive status for three months. 
ENCLOSURES: To Bureau 

Parole Report and Disposition Sheet 
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On the —— ef. ‘November 3, 1950 BINNIE BARONE eege 
silver money fron‘ ‘danvicted bank burglars. PASQUAL, JOSEPE 
YANCY DOUGLAS HARDY... ‘This silver was from the bur 
and KENNETH ALLEN KPM of. the Laurens State Baw 
long distance telephone cali from Sioux City, 
Council Bluffe, Iowa; en the early mernins 
ing the bank burglary, BBLCASTRO and — 
BARONE ko have: itm geing the $3100 worth of.@iver. - 
delivered to BARONE | at Omaha, Nebraska: ‘at Which time ] 

HARDY - in currency. Several days Tater, Mee 
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* July 20, 1951. at: aaa Nebraska, the rot erai ran 
indictment in three counts against BENNIE BARONS charging h 
of Title 18, Sections ed Gage and | 293. te), ae Gade... R 











Omaha coined | a | verdictóaf glo on Count I of is 


Section Ji. Acchasory After. ‘the. Fact), and not ‘guilty: n 
U. bs Maeirtot Court Judas JAMES A. DONOHOE on  Novenbet 6, 1952, 
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Omaha, while perfecting his appeal. The decision on this is to be rendered 
by the 8th District Circuit Court of Appeals March 1953. 


B. AGGRAVATING. CIRCUMSTANCES 

Government witness BZLCASTRO advised on October 15, 1952 while held as a 
federal prisoner at Qmaha awaiting to testify against BARONE in this case, 

that when he had beén with BARONE in securing the first $1500 payment on b6 
aforementioned silver money, BARONE told him that he would probably find it Li" 
n o kill BELCASTRO should BELCASTRO advise the authorities that 

had assisted BARONE in this transaction. Later, while being 

eid as a eféndant on the charge of burglarizéng the Laurens State Bank, 
Laurens, Iowa, BELCASTRO went age | game to a friend of BARONE's 
as the man from whom he wished his, BELCASTREMIEE sister to obtain money 
for support of BELCASTRO's family and to ascmEMEEPELCASTRO in his bond 
making attempt. BELCASTRO stated that this &ct resulted in BELCASTRO!s 
sister Teceiving a threat on BELCASTRO's life by a telephone call from 














1 
D 
1 


Ki 


It ig’ also to be noted that BARONE was for years a close personal associate 
Known bank burglar KENNETH ALLEN KITTS who is presently serving time 
Alcatraz for the burglary of the Laurens State Bank and about six other 


There are no known mitigating circumstances. 
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dn the early morning hours of December 10, 1948, 
three ; men entered ü bank in Hurley, South Dakota, by pryt 





open a rear bldg Two of the men worked. inside thé bank 





while the other served as a lookout. The men ins idg: the 
bank chiseled a hole through the wall of the vaults crawled 
through this hole and ransacked more than 200 safety de- | 
Rosen bores, 8 





While the burglary was in progress, & man who 


lived in an apartment nearby happened to walk near the bank. — 
building, He was struck on the head by the lookout man ot 






and dragged (agoe the bank where he was bound toa chair. 
with | wire coat hangers, | | Fc o 
 Approzimately thirty minutes T — the méb's 
wife, becoming concerned about her husband's ertended ab- 
sence, went to look for him. She waa accosted by the look- 
out man and she screamed. The bandit's gun fleshed and 
the bullet grazed her shoulder. She screamed again and 
the lookout man struck her on the head with hte pistol. 
She, too, was dragged into the cane and Doung with wire 
coat hangers. " 


The three bank burglars left the bank ot about 
2:45 A.4. taking with them approrimately $45,000 in loot. 


Aa they raced down the highway, the bandits threw 
their burglary tools from thetr car. Sometime later, they 
turned off the highway and drove about one-half mile into | 
a deserted area. Here, they built a fire in the middle of 
the road and, using gasoline, burned the overshoes and 
coveralls which they had worn during the burglary, their 
tool satchel and the cardboard box in which they had carried 


ihe loot. In the light of ud. they divided the money. 


Shortly after the three men left the bank, ihe 
man and his wife freed thenselues and notified local law 


| ENSE authorities who in turn notified the FRI. 


e f ; , d , d 
| ie s | "e, O Braga. 
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| EI reporting for kori at 6:00 A.M. on November 3, 
1950, the janitor of a bank in Laurens, Iowa, discovered 


E the. bank had been burglarized. The. burglars had ap- 
Qe) 7 parently entered through a rear window and. „punched the 





combtnatton locks on two vault doors. More than 180 safety 
deposit boras,.aome broken open and others opened with | 
keys. found in’ the bank, were rifled. The loot taken tn- 
cluded $25,470 in travelers! checks, an estimated $8,290 
from safety depaett bores and $4,488 in silver. 





The FBI's investigation of this offense dis-  — 
'elosed. that thie burglary was perpetrated by Kitts, Pasquale 
sph Belcastro and Yancey Douglas Hardy and LM 


—: | "fingered" the bank for them. 


‘Late on the morning of November 3, 
burglary, the trio went to an inn operated by m 
where the loot was divided. The silver was carrted ina — 
bushel basket and the bank's money bags. More than $12 900 
was split emenly among the three burglars after | | 
was paid $500 Ver "fingering" the bank. 


| Beloaetro ong] reir ge. with Bennte Í 
Barone, o tavern operat Convert $3,100 in ailver 
into currency. The- silver was delivered to Barone that 
day at whieh time he paid Hardy $1,500 in currency. 
Several days later he furnished Belcastro an additional 


$1, 500, "no $100 as. ^ia profit. 








(on October 24, 1952, the juny. 
| returned o verdict of guilty against ` 
Barone. on the charge of aceessory after. 
the fact and on November 6, 1952, he 
was santenced to serue three were: ond | 
waa fined $2,500.) pt 


Kitts retained RENE of all the EE E 
checks, totalling $25,470, with the excuse that ít woa not 
safe to pass them. Later, however, Belcastro and Hardy ` 
felt that Kitts was holding eut on them and was going to 
keep the prooeeda from the checks for himself, They ` 
told Kitts that they had a buyer ín Houston, Texas, who 
would take all of the travelers! checks and they would 
realize about OH per cent ^f thei" face value, 


| pitts turned the checks over to Belcastro who, | 
instead of going to Texas, went to New York City where he 
and Dean Pree fed ane 
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| the money fron thts meum at] | |— 








To TE of ihe FBI it appeared that 
constant coverage of Belcastro would completely fill out | 
the Kitts puzzle. Due to the FBI's reputation many private x 
citizens cooperated with the. KE in eevee Belcastro’ 8 l 
EE | AE | 


E E T the darreveon. — I 
Belcastro was heard counting more than $200 in silver 
as he dropped it into a five-gallon whisky bottle. Later 
he vaa. keard asking his wife wh ere hts "sílver dollars" 
Uere. ‘About this time, Belcastro's wife paid a bill with 
a $10 roll of quarters. On another aoea ton; Agente EES 
of a discuss ton between Mr. and Belcastro i 2 
was packing Beleastro's traveling bag. Oo | 
apparently began putting clothes in the Wrong | 
Belcastro was heard shouting that this bag contained "5oo1s" 
and that she Should put nothing elae in that bag. 





EE was devel oped indicating that Belcastro 
and his wife were going east and possibly would have some 
connection with a certain address in Brooklyn, New York. 

A few days later a number of the travelers' checks stolen 
from the Laurene bank were cashed in New York City. Con- 
centrated investigation concerning these checks led to the 
; | on Vonembar 27, 1950, of 
[sand dean R. Rowrey Ti possesston a 

j8,J7U in travelers’ checks from the burglary. Ina 

signed statement [J admitted “fingering” the Laurens 
bank and, together with Kitts, Hardy and Belcastro, counting 
inn in Siouz City, 














loma. 


Heteasive was “apprehended at Chteago, Tilinots, 
on December 4, 1950, ond in signed statements admitted the 
burglary, with Kitts and Hardy, of the Lourene bank a3 well 
as other burglaries. 


On December 6, 1950, Special mm of the FBI 
arrested Kitts in Omaha, Nebraska, on a Federal warrant 
charging him with participation in ihe burglary of the 
Laurens, Iowa, bank. Kitts quickly posted bond and was 
released. However, FBI Agents arrested him again that 
same day at Bennie Barone's steakhouse in Council Bluffs, 
Towa, on a warrant charging him with the October 4, 1950, 
burglary of the bank in Garretson, South Dakota. A 


iu en bond was set for this offense and Kitts remained 
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f—-— (2) 438 caliber Smith and Wesson snub-nosee 
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| Investigation by FBI Agents in instant case secured two revolvers BT 
which were the property of KENNETH ALLEN KITTS, Investigation and court. 
testimony proved these revolvers had been used by KITTS in. perpetrating offenses ` ` 
for which he waggried, convicted, and sentenced in U, S, District Court at Mason. 
City, Iowa in March 1951, to thirty years in the custody of.the Attorney General, 
KITTS is presently serving this sentence in the U, 8, Penitentiary, Aleatrag; 
California, : n BEEN 
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. By. court order filed in VU. S, District Court, Sioux. city; “Towa, on 
March 31, 1953, U. S, District Court Judge HENRY N, GRAVEN, Northern District of- 
Iowa, directed that these guns be turned over.to the Federal Bureau of Investigati 
Therefore, these firearms are being forwarded under separate cover via Rallway ` 
Express for appropriate disposition by the FBI Laboratory. .— mE RES 


They are described as follows: 


(1) .38 caliber Si and WessonZfevolver. butt serial no, $6689 
obtained from 


n————X Ó 
o | ITTS! accomplice, PASQUALE JOSEPH AELOASTRO, 


volver, cr mH d 
Se Sis from WILLIAM GLENN S LANKARD; Granite. City, Minois; on. 
2/6/51 


For the information of the Bureau in connection with the action remaini 
to be completed prior to the closing of this file, the following facts are set ou 
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Assistant U. S. Attorney JOHN DEMING, Omaha, Nebraska, advised 8/10/53 
that the mandate of the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals, St, Louis, affirming the" 
conviction of BENN ARONE in U. 5. District Court, Omaha, in October 1252, wes 
filed by the Clerk of the U, 8, District Court, Omaha, on 8/10/53. Doo 


Mr, DEMING advised with regard tg-the 
indictment against BARONE, YANCY DOUG RDY, 
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all but BARONE, DEMING stated st ‘this week he ouia p to the E 
for similar authority in connection with; BARONE, When this authority is re- 
ceived, he will dismiss the conspiracy indictment against all defendants at the 
same time, but does: not expect this will happen for about sixty days, The Bureau 
may wish to | is information to the U. S.. Board of Parole as of possible 
assistance to -and perhaps BELCASTRO, connection with their efforts 
to make parole, it being noted that the previous letters to the Bureau have 
reflected the utmost cooperation received from these men since December 1950, 
Further, it is believed that both will ES fertile sources for EE 
in the future, fis | 





EC Was. learned on August. 13, 1953 eil who is nes 


confined at Texarkana, Texas, comes up for parole next month, His wife, who is 
of excellent reputation, states that his recent letters indicat | 


that three 







months of his earned good time is not reflected on his record, 
understood that this may have been because of the considerable time F 
spent in Omaha and in the northern district of Iowa pending his testimony asa 
witness in the. trials of KITTS and his other accomplices, She was hopeful. that 
the Bureau could look into ante good time question for her. 








Howard L. Dutkin o 
Che Evening Star-The Sunday Star 


WASHINGTON 4, D. C, 
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Cafe oporotor Bamey - Ruden stirred uneasily in uis sleep. 
That faint chipping, scraping pound sure-was enrnoyinge it cerried 


engily in the cole stillness of tho early morning in Hurley, South Deke, 


Lecemb: > 10, 1948. | 
Su.aonly Rucen bolt.ü upright in his bed. Why, tha noises vas cushy 


fron the Hurley Stato Bank, only e couple of d: away! 


By this tine, Mrs. Ruden, 100, was awake. Tovetacr thoy Listened. 


The steady sereping continu:d. 
"I'm roing to coo what this is all about, * Ruum announced, olippin; 


E 


into iis itrousorg. veepit hie wife's protestations, he bundled biset ite £23 , 


og pont rnd alippai out into the dimly-lit strect. 






 Eurley's moin stem could neyor bo mistaken for Jroadwey. Rot & n 
N vahiclo, not a porson vas in sicht. The only counds where those oi L 5 Ceot oiunzhis PA 
tupourb the crusted sehOou---.nd that soropinz,zrovin; louder as ke G»prO.Oohod tho tangi ' 
june -He-peered Lt the rear door in the darkness. From oeren a s a 
shadows outside the ooreey, there wan e movement. Then Buden felt a iins.in; Dd 
the side of nis head. As in a drem ho folt hinsolf whirling throush t id. — 
Hoe folt ‘ais fem droagring on the ground. than, sis ming cloanrin,, ne Kb VES SCARE 
bouled | taruh the now open Goor of the Denk. ` EE A n 0 Ug 0 s I SI eu 
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Bugene Repus, 33s 
The following day another member of the gang, was erresteü at Gardena, 


California where he had been picking up extra money as a card sharp at verious 
clubse Bermes first met Kitts when the latter applied for a job with a cab company 


organized by Repus in 1946. By a queer quirk of fete Rapue soon fired Kitts. 
charging Dat Kitta won holding Out on proocosds. Later Rapto joinel forces with 


l " FRI men arrested Kitts at his hone in Omaha end charged 





hin with etd. dn, 
Tho gang leeder, eíded by wealth and connections , had beaten a number of 
reps in tho post. He was cocky and defiant. 

"Okey, coys," he told the agenta. "You won't have me for long." He 
was right, Within half an hour he was free under $10,000 bond vending grend jury 
action. 4a sneered end winked at the Federal nen 4s he left the hearing room. 

Sut the don nad thy last laugh. Less than eight hours aftersard they 
wülked into Reun y Barone’e Last Chance cafe in Council Bluffs unG put tne arm on 
Ritts es he was about to tear into a two-inch xovtkzxhzcurux porterhousc. This 
tine they held a warrant charging him with toe Garretgon burglary’. 

A United States Sawmisstonar sat bond at $50,000 despite en outery 
from Siet Lewyors thet it wee Yorobivitive and t dental c? lini rty," 

Unviiling or unsble to meet the bond, Kitts wae hauled off to the 


Linu County Jeil ot Cedar Rapids pending trisi on five indictments 


charging bank bursieri ete 2 
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dave EU ae T would have x AA 
` wemdei and would Magen De E o um e 
The car was found to be fully gassed and Katte revealed that. he 





beter Bag sai 
ken en mitg, but I was afraid I might be only 








had intended to ,make a broek for Florida the very night of the raids | 
The $5uds odd sense of humor. cropped out when, en route with | 


agents who were escorting Ma to the Federal penitentiary at Petersburg Virginia, ` 


LS the group stopped for sandwhiches and ooffes, As the waiter presented s bill 
dem $15 p Kitta, the bie tine .epander, glared at the beb, "Wha 2 
|  feeketi* he Fr reperio to the walters You heve a license to 
steel. I cculd have gone etm ides myself iu a racket like thiet® 


P 
D 


The bandit chief is currently confned in Xxx Leavenworth 
Penitentiary serving. out a total of 50 years in prison terms, | 
‘One of hie hengimes , Seele Bugene Rapue ie under & Jeycar 
term whle saa Beloagtro has 20 years to wax serves Barone, the steak house - 
. operator drew 3 years for hie part in converting the Laurens bank silver 
into currency The Bowley brothers received four years epiece for pancing 
the *travellors gheet, Proehelo drew 5 years for fingering the Laurens benk | 
while Hardy is serving H Kg tera for bis part in the Sen bank a 








4 hie saptore) "If I could have been eure you wuld — 
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7 ; | TRAD E 007570 -— 
e. i e . Su a pU 
: KENNETH. ALLEN KT oe, wise, Br AUS ` Da 


Stiet t to omaha dated. "gis ER "1983; 7 pequésting the. pared be. Che 
furnished a: complete summary-of information reflecting the. cooperative are 
attitude eege E PASQUALE JOSEPH BELCASTRO, and. =  ' 
sU. also to advise the Bureau as to what type of. information. it is s believed, - 
` will be obtained from these two men inthe futures ` ` 2s 
ary. ‘reflecting the. ‘cooperation. furnished by. BELCASTRO and. 
was previously furnished thé .Bureau' as an’ attachment to 
-Omaha letter dated October 2, 1952.. In addition to. ‘that summary these 
men appeared as witnesses: in. "the trial of BENNIE BARONE held in Vos 
0C 770. S. District Court, Omahà, October 20 — 2h, 1952, and reported in - 
v the” re ort. of SA | ELMER, Le JACOBSEN, mahas, Nebraska, dated | February” 


4 r ` vut 


Kä ae . + 
EN M" 


gu that. due to. the background. and associations of both ` | 
wo and: BELCASTRO that they may possibly be able to. re-establish ` 
ST. channels. of: ‘information. which would assist this Bureau upon their | | 
cU Z. release from prison, . It is to. be noted that they were able to furnish | 
coo information of assistance in the case entitled ` 
REN Citizens. 
mi, "November 11; 1952, BANK. ROBBERY - BURGLARY, ! 
&g a result of their association with the Subjects}, 
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“In Y eoangovson "th your: letters: of- August 13,°1953, send ^. e ie 
rech Barosu. fle: in the “4netarit - ase WAS come eae 
your letters of August 13. 


seoh- Belcastro, and 








Bvo a ppeared as witnesses 


e 


"Yancy Doug! ag Hardy: end: Sennie E 












" E ABB. ‘also noted in: s letter of August 13, 
UU SAUSA, J ohn. Deming; Ommha,. Nebraska, Has received authori tyi ti 
v Department.to. fron is" the still outs jandir | eonspt racy. Andictment 
o CM Beieneen? roy 1208 Haney. 


"ard Ca wa? 
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ACCESSORY AFTER TUE PACT 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


In accordance with Rule 48, Federal Rules of Grintinal Procedure, a consolra 
MN in ne above natter was dismissed as to all defendant US in 


en ( = 


DETAILS : AT OMAHA, 7 PRA SKA 
Assistant United States Attorney JOHN E, DEMING, maha, Nebraska, 


advised that in accordance with Rule 1B, Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure; 


the conspiracy indictment which had been returned on duly 20, 1951 against 
BEINIE BARONE and comdefendants PASQUALE JOSEPH RELCASTRO, YANCY DOUGLAS 

HARDY, an and____ ras dismissed on. November 10, 1953 as to 
all defendants in United : states District Cour ro, na ha. | 
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